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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

THE BATHING OF THE NEW-BORN 

Dear Editor: I have for sometime wanted to ask the Journal to put a ques- 
tion before the nurses at large. We are several nurses in our mission hospitals 
here, trained in New York, Boston, and the Middle West. All, I think, studied 
Hampton's Nursing, but we are not agreed on one point, should the new-born 
babe be immersed daily? I was trained where we had a very large maternity 
ward, my superintendent being a graduate of Johns Hopkins, and we immersed 
our babies every day. 1 do not remember one infected cord, nor trouble of any 
kind with them. 
Capiz, Philippine Islands. R. E. N. 

WHISKY AND BRANDY AS DRUGS 

Dear Editor: I was much interested in the letter of E. Bertha Bradley, in 
the July number of the Journal. I quite agree with her that the temperance 
work broadens a nurse's usefulness, and in order to interest the nurses further in 
the work I humbly suggest that we may have some articles in the Journal deal- 
ing with liquor from the most recent scientific investigations. 

A clipping from a local newspaper points to the fact that the United States 
Pharmacopoeia no longer regards whisky or brandy as a medicine, which should 
be sufficient reason for barring these liquors from drug stores. Just what is the 
U. S. P.? Miss Dock says in her Materia Medicafor Nurses that it consists of 
representatives of the medical and pharmaceutical professions and that they 
meet and revise the pharmacopoeia every ten years. Further than that I can 
find nothing about their work. Could not a member of the U. S. P. be induced 
to write something for our Journal? He could enlighten us about the scope of 
the work of the pharmaceutical board and why whisky and brandy are no longer 
regarded as medicine. 

It seems probable that the two great political parties, the Democratic and 
the Republican, will include a dry clause in their next platforms, this may in- 
terest those living in a suffrage state, as I do. As temperance becomes more 
and more of an educational question, let us nurses not be behind the times but 
let all be prepared to discuss the question from a more intelligent viewpoint. 
California. Mrs. E. J. M. 

A WARNING FROM ENGLAND 

Dear Editor : My idea in coming here was to offer my services to the Red 
Cross during my two months' stay. Yesterday I went to headquarters and saw 
Miss Peters, the head of the Nursing Department, who says they have a long list 
of nurses waiting, that nurses have responded wonderfully. She said she was 
sorry nurses were coming from abroad, thinking they could get employment at 
once, who could ill afford to wait, so perhaps a word may be of some service. 
So far as 1 can judge, work of all kinds is so well organized, regarding both men 
and women, that the necessity of offering service seems useless. 
London. M. E. H. 
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